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Abstract: Totemism is an ancient belief system that establishes a symbolic
relationship between humans and natural entities, such as animals, plants, or celestial
objects. These totems often serve as emblems of clans, tribes, or social groups,
embodying spiritual, cultural, and linguistic significance. In linguoculture — a field that
explores the intersection of language and culture — totemism plays a crucial role in
shaping myths, rituals, taboos, and even linguistic expressions.

This article examines totemism as a linguocultural phenomenon , analyzing its
influence on Uzbek language, identity, and collective memory across different
societies, whereas explores how totemic concepts survive in modern Uzbek
linguoculture.

AHHOTauusi: ToreMH3M — O3TO JAPEBHAS CHUCTEMA BEPOBAHUW, KOTOpas
YCTaHABIMBACT CHMBOJIMYCCKYIO CBS3b MEXIY JFONBMH W MPUPOIHBIME CYIITHOCTSIMH,
TaKUMU KaK >KUBOTHBIE, PACTEHUS WJIM HEOECHbIE O0BEKTHI. DTH TOTEMbI YaCTO CITy>KaT
sMOJIeMaMy KJIAaHOB, IUIEMEH WM COIUAJIbHBIX TPYI, BOIUIOLIAs JTyXOBHOE,
KYJIBTYPHOE U A3BIKOBOE 3HaueHue. B JTMHTBOKYIBTYype —00JaCcTH, KOTOpast UCCIIETyeT
MepeceyeHre s3bIKa U KYJAbTYPhl — TOTEMH3M UIpPaeT pPeIIAoIIyl0 pPOjib B
dhopmupoBaHur MUQPOB, PUTYAJIOB, TA0y U JaXe S3bIKOBBIX BBIPAKCHUIA.

B aT10li cTaTthe paccMaTpuBaeTCsi TOTEMU3M KaK JIMHTBOKYJIBTYPHBIA (DEHOMEH,
aHAJM3UPYETCS €r0 BIUSHUC HA Y30CKCKHUU SI3BIK, MACHTHYHOCTh W KOJIJICKTHBHYIO
MaMaTh B Pa3HBIX OOIIECTBaX, a TAK)KE MU3Y4YAETCs, KaK TOTEMUYECKHE KOHIICTIIIUU
BBIKHBAIOT B COBPEMECHHOM Y30CKCKOM JIMHTBOKYJIBTYPE.

Key words: totemism, linguoculture, Uzbek traditions, clan, trace, logo,
shamanic traditions, ancestral symbols.

Totemism 1s an ancient belief system that establishes a symbolic relationship
between humans and natural entities, such as animals, plants, or celestial objects. These
totems often serve as emblems of clans, tribes, or social groups, embodying spiritual,
cultural, and linguistic significance. In linguoculture—a field that explores the
mtersection of language and culture—totemism plays a crucial role in shaping myths,
rituals; taboos, and even linguistic expressions.

This article examines totemism as a linguocultural phenomenon , analyzing its
influence on Uzbek language, identity, and collective memory across different
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societies, whereas explores how totemic concepts survive in modern  Uzbek
linguoculture.

Totemism originates from indigenous traditions, particularly among Native
American, Aboriginal Australian, and African cultures. The term "totem" derives from
the Ojibwe word *"odoodem"*, meaning "kindship group." Totems are not merely
symbols but are often considered ancestral spirits or protectors, linking human
communities to the natural world.

Uzbek culture, with its rich nomadic heritage and Central Asian roots, preserves
fascinating remnants of totemic beliefs. While Islam became dominant in the region,
pre-Islamic Turkic and Persian influences left lasting marks on Uzbek language,
folklore, and identity through animal symbolism, clan traditions, and nature reverence.
This article explores how totemic concepts survive in modern Uzbek linguoculture.

1. Historical Roots of Uzbek Totemism

Uzbek totemism blends:

- Ancient Turkic animism (worship of sky, wolves, eagles)

- Persian Zoroastrian influences (sacred fire, dog symbolism)

- Shamanic traditions (animal spirit guides)

- Islamic adaptation (where some symbols were reinterpreted)

Key totemic animals in Uzbek history:

- Qoplon (Snow Leopard) - Symbol of power and mountains

- Burgut (Eagle) - Vision and freedom

- Bori (Wolf) - Ancestral guide (from Turkic legend of Asena)

- Ilon (Snake) - Wisdom and protection

2. Totemic Traces in Uzbek Language

Proverbs and Idioms

Uzbek proverbs fossilize ancient animal symbolism:

- "Bo’ri bilan birga yurgan, it bo'lmas"

("Who walks with wolves won't become a dog") — Strength through
association

- "Burgutdek nazar" ("Eagle-eyed gaze") — Keen observation

- "Qoplon yurak" ("Snow leopard heart") — Courage

Clan and Family Names

Some Uzbek surnames/tribal names reflect totemic origins:

- Boriyev (from *bori* - wolf)

- Qushchi (from *qush* - bird, often eagle)

- Yulbarsov (from *yulbars* - tiger/snow leopard)

Avoidance Language

While not as strict as Australian Aboriginal taboos, traces exist:

- Hunters might use "o'rmon bekasi" (forest master) instead of “Ayiq” (bear)
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- Snakes called "pirim" (my elder) in respectful contexts

3. Totemic Symbols in Uzbek Culture

National and Regional Emblems

- Khumo Bird (Semurg) - Mythical bird in Navoi's poetry, symbolizing
enlightenment

- Snow Leopard - Featured in Alpinist Association logos, representing mountain
spirit

- Horses - Though not totems per se, they function as cultural symbols of
freedom

Folk Art and Crafts

- Suzani embroidery often includes stylized birds (ancestral messengers)

- Woodcarving features wolf and eagle motifs (especially in Fergana Valley)

Children's Folklore

- "Chodir Hayol" tales feature talking animals as moral guides

- Lullabies reference protective animals ("Burgutim, qo'rigla" - "My eagle,
protect me")

4. Modern Adaptations and Challenges

Surviving Practices

- Animal-based nicknames (“Burgut” for a sharp-eyed person)

- Sports team mascots (Pakhtakor's bees, Bunyodkor's eagles)

- Military symbols (Uzbek Special Forces use snow leopard imagery)

Endangered Elements

- Urbanization reduces knowledge of clan animal traditions

- Islamic orthodoxy sometimes dismisses pre-Islamic symbols as "superstition"

- Younger generations may know proverbs but not their totemic origins

Totemism 1s more than a relic of the past—it is a dynamic linguocultural force
that continues to shape identity, language, and social cohesion. By studying totemic
expressions in myths, rituals, and speech, we gain insight into how humans perceive
their relationship with nature and each other. In an era of globalization, preserving
totemic traditions offers a way to maintain linguistic diversity and ecological wisdom.
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