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Sustained processing of fruit and vegetable products and extending their seasonality are also
unused opportunities. The abundance of freshly stored fresh fruits in the market prevents an
artificial increase in the cost of this type of product in the winter-spring season, positively affects
the social protection of the population, and there is no need to import similar products in the
winter season. One of the most important factors in the development of competitive product
manufacturing and improvement of its assortment structure is the production of a wide range of
food additives based on the processing of existing natural raw material reserves in our region.
For example, the main part of sweet soft drinks and food additives is produced using artificial
raw materials (infusions, extracts) imported at the expense of foreign currency. Meanwhile, the
existing raw material potential of our republic, the raw material base of competitive, natural pure
food additives, which can be obtained on the basis of processing fresh fruits, can reveal dozens
of new facets of the assortment of soft drinks. At the same time, it is possible to restore the
activities of hundreds of enterprises for the production of soft drinks of various capacities in the
regions, which do not have foreign currency for imported raw materials.According to the results
of the analysis, the annual increase in the volume of fruit and vegetable products requires the
elimination of a number of problems and shortcomings in the storage and processing industry, a
radical change in the reform of the industry with the widespread use of modern innovative,
resource-saving digital technologies. In particular: - in relation to the total production volume in
the republic, 18.9 percent of fruits, 5.6 percent of vegetables and melons, 9.5 percent of grapes
are processed at industrial enterprises;- the level of provision with refrigerators for storing grown
fruit and vegetable products in the regions 3.7 percent (refrigeration warehouses are provided
with only 20-22% of products during the year) ;- most of the existing refrigerators are obsolete,
technologically not updated, modern technologies and digital innovative developments have not
been implemented at the proper level;- it requires an innovative approach to the issue of training
qualified personnel for Insufficient attention is paid to the training of specialists in the field of
processing and storage, capable of working with advanced modern equipment;- a systematic
approach is not taken to the issues of adequate provision of storage and processing enterprises
with products in modern technological requirements and volumes;
- the sphere of transport and logistics lags behind the requirements of the time;
- in recent years, fruit and vegetable growing has been carried out based on intensive technology.
As a result, resources used in agriculture, including fuels and lubricants, chemicals (there is a
shortage of 255 thousand tons of phosphorus and 290 thousand tons of nitrogen fertilizers for
growing fruits and vegetables) and an increase in seed prices, low incomes of the rural
population, as well as the use of mineral fertilizers, chemicals, heavy machinery, deterioration of
the quality of land resources, lead to a disruption of the ecological balance.In this regard,
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according to analyses and data from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), losses during the harvesting, transportation and storage of fruit and vegetable
products amount to 22-45 percent, and waste - 12-18 percent.Another important issue is the lack
of information and consulting centers and digital technologies in the regions that provide buyers
with the necessary information about the products grown. In addition, the problem of sorting,
processing, packaging, and sending products to customers remains the unresolved problem of
transport and logistics in the republic.
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